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An  Account  of  the Expedition to  Botany  Bay.  
HE  two  thips  of  war,  named  the  Si  
rius  and  Supply,  with  the  tmnlports  

T  
under the  command  of Commodore Phil  

lips,  have  made  good  their  voyage  to  bo  
tany  Bay  :  of  this  imprVant  turival,  in  
telligence  has been  broti.ht  by  the  P  iece  
of  Wales,  Moore,  one of  die tranfports  
which carried out the convicts. The  

Prince  of  Wales  huiied  only  one edrsvifft. 
The government  are  not  yet  
arrived,  as the Borrowdale  tranfport,  by  
which  commodore  Phillips  ffnt them,  as  
well  as a  third  tranfport  in  company,  have  
not  readied  England.  

On  the  arrival f this  fquadron  at  Bo  
tany  Bay,  the  ddtmed  (pot  was  found  not  
to have  water  lufHcient  for the  fupplv  of  the 
new fettlement:  a  council  was in  ccnfe  

qutnee held,  and  the  fiiiqs  weighing  an  
chor  itood  away  for  Jacklon’s  Bay,  where 
Nature’s  gilts  appea  ed  equal  to  all  their  
vviflies  :  the verdure fliong  and  rich,  and  
the  fprings of  the  hell  water  :  the  face  of 
the  coins'ry  too  poffeffing  great  variety,  and  
Well  clothed  with  wood.  

The  moment  commodo-e  Phillips  had  
made  good  the  landing of  the  marines,  and  
fome  lines  of  limitation  were marked  out,  
the  convids  were put  on  fit  ore  j and  the 

f  artizans  among  them,  with  thole  belong  
ing  to  the  finps,  proceeded  lo  cut  down 
webd  to  form their  habitations. This talk 
continued  for  fome  timeduiing  the  hours  
of day, and  in the evening  the  workmen  
and  others  returned  on  boatd  the  flapping,  
leaving  only  the  marines,  and  a  detachment  
of  the leamen, to  guard  the  works  as they  
advanced  toward  completion.  The  natives,  
when they difeovered  the  preparations  on  
foot, and  that  their  vilitoro  were  likely  to  
become  flationary,  appeared  fo  dilfatisfied,  
that  f'everal  pieces  of  ordnance  were  mount  
ed  on  the  lines  to  awe  them  ; they  howe  
ver  kept  at  a  dlllance, anriu’tough  they  did  
not  provoke  a fire,  they  declined  all  com  
munion.  

Of the convids  and  others, from the  
departure  of  the  fquadren  from  Poi  tiincuth,  
to'  the  time  the  (hip  which  brings  the  ad  
vice  left  Jacklon’s  Bay,  only  40 appear  to  
have  died  ;  and  to  corhpenfate  for this lofs,  
42  infants  were  born.  

Three  of the convi6ls  were induced  to 

try  their  fortunes  among  the  natives,  aa^h«c  

they  licped  to  have  a  f  tvourable  reception  i  
two  of  thefe  were  in  this  expedition  killed  
and  eaten;  and  the  th'jid,  after  fnbfifting  
. .1  toois  for  fame tune  m the  woods, tc  
t  timed, a  lino  ft p.rnhed  through  hunger. 
This  operated to  deter  further  adventures  
of  a like nature.  

The  cattle  fared verv  unpropit’oufly  5  
fome  of  the  cows  died during  their  palktge ;  
and  others, after  their  landing, (hayed  fo  
far  tn  o  the  woods,  as  to  be  irrecov  rtbiy  
left.  The  (been  did no tluiVe  ;  the  her  
bage  did  not afford  th-  nutriment  of  (heir  
native  pallure,  and  no  flock,  it  is  feared,  
will  ever  he  reared  frbtn  them. The  pigs  
were  in  a  liate  of  better  profpefity  ;  and  
mod  of the  poultry  promile  to  be  benefi  
cial.  

When  the  Prince  of  Wales  tranfport  
quitted Jacklon’s Bay,  which was  on  the  
-1  sth  of  July  luff,  aver)  fine  crop  of  graiii  
was  preferred  to  the  eye.  This  occupied  
12  acres  of  ground,  all  that  could  poffibly  
be cultivated  before  the  fealon  was  too  fab  

gone  for  a crop  of greater  extent.  
The  fifh  immediately  on the  coafl  are  

found  ibe  very  indifferent. The  natives 
!i  e  firefly  on  teflaceous  fill),  and  the  ('mail  
quadruped  which Cooke  dcfcribes  ;  the  
hind  legs  of  which  are  much  longer  thart 
the 'fore  ones. The fkins of f'everal of  

thefe,  animals  have  been  huffed  and  brought  
to  England.  An  attempt  was made  td 
bring  forte  of  them  alive,  but  fared.  

The  Prince  of  Wales  is laid  to  h?.ve  con  

tinued  her  courfc  through  the  'Jouth  Sea  
alter Hie  left  New  Holland,  and  paffed  
thro-'gh the  Streighls  of  Magellan.  She  
parted  cc  apany  with  the  B yro'  dale  off 

■  the  15th  of  Augult  lad, but  fell  in  with 
her  at  Rio  Janeiro 5  they  (ailed  from  that  
place  together, but  101  l  company  again  ort 
the  3 4.U1  of  December  laft. Cap l'*  Mafon*  
the mailer of  the  Prince  of Wales, died  
on  his paffage  homo,  and  Mr. Mobre,  the  
mate,  l’ucceeded to the  command. Four 
of  her  Teamen  alio  died.  

(  apt.  Phillips,  the  governor  of  the  fet  
tlement,  and  Major  Rofs,  the  deputy-go  
vernor,  together  with  Cap*  .  Hunter,  Lieut.  
Ball  of  the  Supply  under,  and  Lieut.  
Long of  the  marines,  were  ail well  when  
the  tranfport  above-named  failed  for  Eng  
land. 

*•  
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CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS.  

Geneva.  

Hague,  Febiuary  18.  
E have  accounts  from Geneva,  by  
the.  way  of  Paris,  ihc.t  tlie  famous  

W 
nriflocracv,  inflituted  for lhme  years, is  
entirely  put  an  end  to,  the  people  having  
found  means to  get  pofletfii.n  ot  the  en  
tire-government  3  the amis  they  uled  to  
opt  e'e  the  treops.  vuie  the  fire  eng  nes  of  

*  tf’.e  city,  from  which  they  played  up  n  the  
Toldiers  with  f  oiling  oil  mixed  witt; fidt  
p“tre  and  vitriol.  The  cit zns  do  mihtaiy 
du y,  and  the arillocratic  pa  ty  have  lent 

so  Verihilbs,  Turin, and  IT  me, 
to  requell  the  ailiHance  of  thole  three  pow  
ers,  who  are  guarantees  of  the treaty  of  
1782  3 in  the  mean time  the  citizens are  
quiet,  after  having proved  that  no  mili  
tary arr  can oppofe  the  courage  of  a  people  
ilrugghng  for  their  liberty.  

Other  advices,  received  ftom  th  •  Conti  
’/jjßUt fince,  confirm the  intelligence  of  tins  

revolution  3 a revolution the  
-hiW ;re  remarkable,  as  it  is  the  firil  time  for  

tfe  thirty  five  ye  rs  that  the whole  re  
public have,  with  one  con lent,  made  and  
agieed  to any  law-,  nor  was  there  ever  a  
greater  day  of  rejoicing  than  the  i  3th  ult. 
On  the  7th, the  lena'e  laid  befote  the  coun  
cil  ot zco,  the  laws  requited, which  were  
approved  of  in toto  l>y  a  majority  of  138  
aganft 9. On  ths  13th,  they  weiecar.i  
ed  to  the council  general,  and  appioved  of,  
J  327  vo'es  sgaintt  54. The  nun  tent  the  
ferutiny  was  declared  at  the  cathedral,  a  
genera! acclamation  of  joy was  he  rd.  
They  afterward  went  to  the  Town houfe,  
where  all  parties  embraced  each  ot:  er. 
The  fenate  was  iuiround.-d  by 400  youths  
in  uniioims,  and three  dilcharges made  
from  100  pieces  cf  cannon, in  the even  
ing  there was  a  general  iliumm  atiun,  and  
the  chief  club  of  the  old  1-pident hives 
finithed  it  by  giving’a  Supper  to  the  princi  
pal  magilfrat  s.  

The following  is  a  precife copy  of  the  
articles made  into laws:  lit, he  regi  
ment  efh.bliflnd  in  178a,  and  the  military  
council,  to  he  broke,  ?.d,  The  old  gar  
jitbn  to  be  re-eflabiifii  d,  rot  ba>  racked,  
ai d  the  fold  ers  engaged  for  one  vear  only.  
3d,  The  bat  racks  to  be  emptied,  and  em  
ployed  only  for  the  ufe  of  the  public.  
4th,  The  p  incipa! tax  eftablifiicd  in  1782,  
for  the  Support  of  the  military  council  to  be  

abolished s’b,  The  Ceriles, or  politiri  
clubs,  to  be  eftablifhtd  as  formerly.  6t:«i  
I  he  city  mi  itia  to  be  revived, arid  arnl  
given  to  the  citizens, natives,  inhabitant  
iiihjefb,  &c. 7/*,  The  elebfion  of  all  th 
members of the lenate  and  the cnunfellc 

of  Hate  to  be left  to  the  general  counci  
Bth,  That  of  Syndics,  chiefs  of  govern  
ment, to  be  reitoied to  its  ancient  form 
cpb,  Thiity-lix  citizens  to  be  added  to  th  
Council  of  2co,  with a  conlultative  an  
deliberative voice. icth, !he  privileg  
of  making  every  neceflary  r  prefentation  t  
that  afltmbly,  and  the authority  to  alft!  
at  tiie  reading  cf  all  criminal  proceedings!  
and  to  make  them public  if neceflary,  
11th, To  reinftate  all  thole  who  rehifei'j  
the  oath  to  the  conflitution  of  1782,  anT  
who  were in  conlequcnce  thereof  deprives  
of  their  rights  as citizens,  and  who  are  1; 
be replaced  in  the  council  they  were  mem  1  
bers  of.  

France. 

Paris,  Feb.  23. His  moft chiiftiar)  
majelty’s letters  have  been  i  fluid  forth; 
convocation of the  Hates  general  at  Vu  
failles,  on  the  27th  of Aptd  next.  Land.  
Gazette. 

Sweden.  

Stockho'm, Feb. lifJ  
tie  t.me  ihe  face  i1  things  has  changed  
{ready. Ihe  übliinacy  ot  the majoiity  cj  
the  firil  cider  in  opp  >fing  the wiflies of the  
king  and  the  thiee  other  orders  has  at  length 
obliged  his  imielty  to come  to  the  dif-j  
agrteal#e  neceflity  of  arrefling  count  Fer  
fin  and  about  30  other  members  of  it,  as|  
the  only  means  of  prevent  ng  an  entire  dif  
cotd  and  anaichy. Fart  <f  i!:e  (late  pii  
lbr.trs  are  coiydyiirb-d  to  Fried,  eicfhof,  pait  
to  the  common  cry  priibn,  and  the  relt  to  
the main  guu  a near  the  royal  c.dt!e,  all  
which  was  done  with  amazing  tranquilty,  
though  a  great  number  of  Ipectators  were  
affembled  upon  the  occation.  

Otluff  advices  from Sweden  mention  the 
very  1  lions  and  critical  lituation  of  affairs  
in  that  country  j  the  kng,  it  is  fa  d,  hav  
ing  deteimined  to  reprefs  the  order of  no  
bles, and  to confer jome of  their  hitherto 
txuufive  privileges  on  three  inferior  otd.a  sj  
and  to  afliime  to himielf the  right  of  m-k- j  
is  g  war,  &c.  without  the  content  of  the 
diet. 

HIS- 





An Account  of  the  Expedition  to  Botany-Bay.  

T  H  E  two  fhips  of  war, named  
the  Sirius  and  Supply,  with  

the  tranfports,  under  the  command  
of  commodore  Philips, have  made  

their  voyage  tv  Botany-Bay  :  

of  this  important arrival,  intelli  
gence  has been  brought  by  the  
Prince of  Wales and  the  Borrow  
dale,  two of  the  tranfports  which  
curried cut  the convjtls.  From 

thefe  
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thefe accounts  we  are  enabled to  
lay  the  following particulars  before  
our  readers  : 

Commodore Phillips having  
made  the  Cape of Cood-Hope, 
with  the  fhips  of  war, tranfports, 
and  vi&uallers,  ufed  the  moft  un  
remitting  diligence to fupply  the 
fquadron  with  proviflons  and  wa  
ter ;  live  ftock  for  the  fhips  ufe  ;  
and  cattle, fheep, and  hogs,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  intended colony.  
To  thefe  we  may  reckon  a  large 
quantity  of  poultry,  in  addition  to  
iome  which  was  carried  from  Eng  
land.  

On  the  16th  of  November  1787, 
the  fignal  was  given,  and  the  iqua  
dron got under way, and  conti  
nued  their  eourfc  for  a  time,  with  
favourable winds,  for  New Hol  
land  ;  fome fhort  tempefts inter  
rupting  their courfe,  Commodore  
Phillips  removed  to  the  Supply,  
and  propofed  going  a-head  to  pre  
pare  a  reception  for  the  reft  of  the  
fleet,  at  the  place of  deftination; 
three  tranfports,  the  Fricndfhip,  
Alexander,  and  Scarborough  failed 
in  company,  but  retarded  the  com  
modore’s  courfc  fo  much,  that  he  
did  not  come  in  fight of  land  till  
the  14th  of  January  1788. Three  
days  after,  he made  Botany-Bay,  
and  on  the  18th  of January  landed  
with  lieutenant  Shortland,  Agent 
for  tranfports,  and  lieutenant  King.  
The natives who  had  in fmall  bo  
dies  witnefled their  approach,  ap  
peared  in  great  confirmation,  on  
feeing  thefe  officers  on  their  terri  
tory, and after  felting  up  a  yell,  
fled to the woods. They re  
turned  foon  after  more  compoled,  
and  from the  figns  made  by  captain  
Phillips,  were  prevailed  on  to  re  
ceive  fomc  prefcnts  of  beads,  neck  
laces,  and  other  trifles; but  they 
were  depofited on  the  ground,  and  
the  captain  withdrawn to  a  dif  
tance,  before  they would  venture  
to  take  them. After  this,  they  ap  
peared  fo  friendly  as  to  conduct,  

by  figns,  the  officers to  a  rivulet,  
where  they found fomc excellent  
water, though  not  in  a very  abun  
dant fupply. In  the  evening  the  
commodore,  with  his party, re  
turned  on  board ; and  the  next  
day  the  three  tranfports,  which  he  
had  outfailed, came  to an  anchor;  
on which the commodore  went 

again  on  fhore, principally  to  cut  
grafs for  the ufe  of  toe  cattle  and  
fheep;  the  hay  on  board  being  
nearly  all  exhaufted. On  the  dawn  
of  the day following,  tic  Sirius,  
captain  Hunter,  with the  remain  
der  of  the  tranfports  under  his  
convoy,  appeared  in  light,  and  
three  hours  after  brought  to  and  
anchored  in  the  bay.  

Captain Hunter  immediately  
waited  on the  commodore  ;  and 
thefe  gentlemen,  withafmall  party 
of  officers  and  men,  went  on  fhore 
again  towards the  fouth coaft  of  
Botany-Bay,  the former  vifits 
having  been  made  to  the North  of  
the  bay. Here,  as  in  moft  of  the  
early  interviews with the  natives, 
commodore  Phillips  ufually  laid  
his  mufquet  on  the  ground,  and  
advancing  before  it,  held  out  pre  
fents. A  green  bough  held  aloft,  
or  their  lances  thrown  down,  were  
like  figns  of  amity  in  them.  It  
was  a  practice  with  the  feamen,  
in  thefe  intercourfes,  to  drefs up  
the inhabitants  with ffireds of  
cloth,  and  tags  of  coloured  paper;  
and  when  they furveyed each  
other,  they would  burft  in  loud  
laughter,  and  run  hallooing  to  the  
woods. The  marines  one  day  
forming before  them,  they ap  
peared  to  'ike  the  fife but  fled  at  
the  found  of  the  drum, and never 
more  would venture  near  it. 

The  appearance  of this  part  of  
the  country,  was  not,  on  examjna  
tion, fo  favourable  as  wc hoped,  
and  in  confequcnce  the  commo  
dore,  with  a party  and  two  boats, 
fkirted along  the  coaft  for  about  
twelve or fourteen miles;  and  

2  C > havh  g 
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having  landed in  Sydney’s  Cove,  
within  the  points  of  Port  Jacklon,  
found the  afpedt  of  the  country  fo  
promifing,  as  to  induce the  com  
modore,  after  a  council  with his 
officers,  to  fix  the  fetflemcnt  here.  
Accordingly,  on  the  2.3  d, the  
whole  fquadron  weighed anchor,  
and  brought  to in  good moorings  
at  the  entrance  of  the  cove. The  

ground  being  marked  out,  a  porta  
ble  dwelling houfe  for  the  com  
modore,  and  an  hofpital,  both  of 
which had been  conftrutted in  

England,  together  with  the  officers  
marquees, and  tents  for  the  arti  
ficers, were  fixed out  of  hand;  
and ftorehoules and  habitations  
were  planned  out,  and  proceeded  
on.  

On  the  convidts  being  landed,  
Mr.  Phillips  affumed  his  office  of  
governor,  and  caufed  the  corn  
mi  ffion  given him by  the  king  to  
exercife  luch  authority,  to  be  read  ;  
and  alfo  the  abridgement  of  the  
code  of  laws by  which  he  was  to 
govern.  By  this  the  fettlers  were  
informed,  that  four  courts  would  
occafionafly  be  held,  as  the  na  
ture  of  the  offence  required  :—*  
namely,  

A  Civil Court, 
A  Criminal  Couit,  
A Military  Court,  
And  an  Admiralty Court.  

The  fettlers  were  then  told,  that  
nothing  could  draw  thefe  laws  into  
exercife,  but  their oven  demerits ;  
and  as  it was  then  in  their  power  
to  atone  to  their  country  for  the  
wrongs  done  at home,  no other  
admonitions  than  thoie  which  their  
own confciences  would  didlate,  it  
was  hoped, would  be  neceffary  to  
effect  their happinefs  and  proi'pe  
rity  in  their  new  country. 

But  luch is the  inveteracy of  
vice,  that  neither  lenient  meaiures,  
nor  fevere  whipping,  operated  to  
prevent  theft: rigorous  meafures  
were  therefore adopted,  and  after  
* formal trial in the Criminal  

1 

Court,  two  men  were  hung  in one  
day, and  loon  alter  two  others  
fuffered  in  a  like  way.  

The  governor,  betides  the  above  
lettlement,  formed a  colony  on  
Norfolk  Ifland,  confiding  of  lieu  
tenant  King, two  petty  officers,  
nine  men, arid fix women, with 
fix months  provilions. In  their  
paffage  to this  ifland,  lieutenant  
Ball,  of the  Supply,  difeovered a  
new  ifland,  which  he  named  Lord  
Howe’s  Ifland.  

It  is  here neceffary to  obferve,  
that  while  the  fquadron  were  un  
der  way  from  Botany-Bay  to  Jack  
fon’s  Port,  two  ftrange  fail  ap  
peared,  with  their hulls  juft  in  
view; and  foon  after  governor  
Phillips  had  landed  in  Sydney’s  
Cove,  he  was  waited  upon  by  a  
party  bearing  a  f  rench  flag.  Thefe 
fhips  proved to  be  two  French  fri  
gates,  which  failed  from  Europe  
in  Auguft,  1785, under  the  com  
mand  of  Monf.  Le  Perieux,  on a  
vovage  of  difeoveries to  the  South  
Seas.  They  were  in  fome  diftrefs  
for  ftores and  provilions,  hut  the 
governor  could  not  contribute  
much  to their relief. However  

they  remained  five  weeks in Bota  
ny-Bay,  and  during  that  time  vifits 
were  continually  reciprocally  made,  
as  the  diftance  from that  place  to  
Sydney’s  Cove  was  but  ten  miles  
acrofs the  land.  

The convicts,  during  this  inter  
val, were  employed in  cutting  
wood  for  fences, and  to  collect  
provender  for  the  cattle  arid  fhcep,  
as  the foil  produced  very  indif  
ferent  pafture,  although  it  was  the  
middle of the  New Hollander’s  
fummer. An  averfion  to  labour,  
however,  induced  fome  of  the  new  
fettlers to  pvojetl  an  efcape  for  
Europe,  on  board the  French  
fnips  ;  thefe  efforts were,  however,  
in  a  meafure  fruftrated; the  offi  
cers  of  the  French  fnips would  not  
hearken  to  any propofais  except  
thole  made  by  the  fair ;  for  it  was  

difeovered 
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difeovered  two  days  after  Monf. 
Perieux  had  failed,  that  two  wo  
men were  milling.  We  mu  ft  not  
omit  laying,  that  Monf.  Perieux  
loft two  boats  crews  in  a  florm,  
and  that  he related  he had  four  
teen  of  his  people  murdered at  
Navigator’s  Ifland.  

We  will  now  fpcak  of  the  coun  
try  and  its inhabitants:—of  the  
latter  of  which,  captain  Cook  has  
faid  nothing.  

The  Inhabitants. —The men  and  
women go  without  the  leait  appa  
rel,  or  fence  againft  the  weather.  
The  men  are  upright,  but  not  
gracefully  made  ;  the  women  Hoop  
very much,  and  in  their  gait  par  
ticularly aukward. This arifes,  
both  in the  women  and  men,  from 
a  practice  of  Handing  a long  time 
on  one  leg,  with  the  foot  of  the  
other  limb  refling  on  the  joint  of  
the  knee,  and  in  this  poflure  they  
Hand  for  a  long  time,  and  then  
change  the  limbs,  as  if  for  relief.—  
Their  colour  is  of  a  dingy  copper.  
Their  features  are  broad  and  ill  
formed  :—the  nofc is broad  and  
flat;—their  lips  wide  and  thick  ;  
and  their  eyes  circular  and  large.— 
From  a practice  they  have  of  rub  
bing  themfelves  with  fifh  oil,  they  
l'mell  fo  loathfome  that  they can  
not  be  approached but  with  dif  
gufl.  The  men  have  bufhy beards,  
and  the  hair  on  their  heads  is  furzy,  
and  Huck hill  of  fifli-teeth and  bits  
of  Shells,  which  is  faflencd  with 
gum,  and  this  is  the  only  orna  
ment  they  aflume,  except another  
Hill  more  prepoflerous,  namely,  
a  hone  faflencd  in  the  cartilage  of  
the  nofe;  but  this is  worn  only  by  
a  few  of  the  diifinguifhed,  as  thofe  
who  had  them  were  pointed  out  to  
Mr.  Phillips  with  looks of  fignifi  
cance.  Some  had  alfo  a  belt of  
coloured  clay  fmeared  on  them:  
and  women  out  of  number were  
obferved with  two  joints cut  from  
off  the  little  finger,  apparently  a  
mark  either  of  honour  or  difgrace.  

They  appear,  however,  from  their  
unreasoning  manners,  to  have few  
ideas  of  order  among  themfelves  ;  
and  if  they have  notions  of  wor  
ship,  they  are  more  than  could  be  
afcertaincd.—They  Seem  however  
to  regard  a  black  bird  of  the  raven  
kind,  with  particular veneration  ;  
for  on  one  of  the  gentlemen  point  
ing  his  fuzee  at  a  bird  of  this  Sort,  
one of  the  natives ran  and threw  
himfelf  in  the  way  of  the piece,  
although he  was  aware  it would 
have  killed  him had  it  gone  off. 

Their  huts  are  formed  of  boughs,  
and  covered  with  bufhes.—Their 
canoes  are  made of  bark—Their  
weapons  confifl  of  a  long  Spear  of  
hard  wood,  which  they  jerk with  
fuch Skill,  as  Sometimes to  kill  a  
bird  *,  they have  a  fhield  made  of  
the  bark of a tree, which can 
hardly  be  penetrated.  They  have  
a  lance  alfo.  withwhich  they  Strike  
fifh, and  Seldom  fail  to  kill.. Their  
tackle confifls  of  a hook made  of  
fhell,  and  a  line  formed  of  bark,  
beat  into  thread;  and  their wants  
being  few,  thefe  are  all  theinflru  
ments  they  have  occaiion  for,  ex  
cept an  adze  made  of Hone,  with  
which  they cut  wood.  

Fifh  is  their  principal  food,  and  
this, as  well  as flefh,  they eat  
fcarce warm through;  although 
they fit  round  a  fire  at  all  times  at  
their meals.—They  do  not  appear  
to  have  any difpofition  to  Heal,  
but  certainly  were  diffatisfied on  
finding  their  vifitors  likely  to  abide  
among  them.  

They  killed  three  of  our  men  in  
the  woods, two  of  whom  were  
gathering buflies  for thatching;  
but  they  did  not  eat  them,   
bodies  were  reflored  and  buried,  
After this  hoflility,  they  became  
very fhy, and  did  not  for  fome  
time  approach  the colony.  

Animals.—The  kanguroo  is  as  
large  as  a  Sheep  :—the  head, neck,  
and  fhoulders are  very  fmall  in  
proportion  to  the  other  parts  of  

2 C st ’ the 
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the  body;  the  tail  is  long,  but  
thick  near  the  rump,  and  tapering  
towards  the  end  :  the  fore  legs  in  
general  meafure  only  eight  inches  
in  length,  and  the  hind  legs  twenty  
two:—the  progrefs  is  by  fucceffive 
leaps  or hops  of  a  confiderable  
length,  in  an  erefl  podure;  the  
fore  legs are  kept  bent  clofe  to  the 
bread,  and  feemed  to  be  of  ule  
only  for  digging:  the  fkin  is  co  
vered  with fhort fur of a dark 

moule grey  colour,  excepting  
the  beau  and  ears, which  bears  a  
flight  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  
hare.  One  of  thefe  animals,  of 
uncommon  magnitude,  is on  board  
the  Prince  of  Wales; a  live  dog  
from  New  Holland  is  alfo  brought 
to  England  ;  and  befides  thefe  ani  
mals there  are  no  other  to  be  no  
ticed  except  the  opofum  and  the  
polecat.  

Birds.—Some  large  birds  fome  
times appear,  but  hawks,  doves,  
pigeons,  plovers,  quails, ducks, 
and  teale,  befides  a  few  birds of 
{howy  feather,  and  crows, are  
more  numerous,  but  very fhy. 

Fifh.—Bream  and  mackarel are  
in  great  plenty  ;  the  other  fifh is  
inferior  to  thoie  caught  in tire  Eu  
ropean  feas. Some  pyramidical  
fhell-fifh  arc  found,  and  thefe the  
inhabitants  appear  very fond  of.  
There arc alfo a few flunks in  
thofe  feas, and  fometimes whales  
arc  obferved. 

Soil and  Climate.—The  varia  
tions  of  climate  in  the  courfe  of 24  
hours,  fometimes  occafion  30  de  
grees  difference  in  the  barometer.  
—-Storms  of lightning  and  fudden  
fqnails, are  alfo  common.—The  
foil  is  quick ;  but  none  of  the  Eu  
ropean  plants,  or  thofe  purchafcd  
for  cultivation  at  R.io  Janeiro,  or 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  came  to 
maturity,  and  the feed  failed ffill  
more  :  though  much  care  was  taken 
of  a plant of  peas.—Some  rice,  
wheat,  and  barley,  are  {'owed  in  
the  ground  the  fcttlcis  have  already  

O 4 

cleared  ;  and  it  is  faid  it  promifed  
well. 

No  rivers  have yet  been  difeo  
vei'ed  ; but fmall  rivulets  and  fhal  
low dreams  are  found  in various 

parts of  the  country  round  the  
cove. 

Of  the  natural  grafs, it  grew  fo  
thin,  that  of  forty  {lieep  of  the 
public  dock which  were  landed,  
only  fix'  were  alive,  when  thefe  
accounts  came away.—The cows, 
which were  reduced  during  the 
voyage  to  three,  drayed  for  food  
into  the  woods  ; —and though 500  
men  penetrated  fifteen  miles up  
the  country, the  utmod  excurfion  
made,  they could not  trace  them; 
the  opinion  therefore  was,  that  the  
natives had killed them.—The  

hogs  appear  to  thrive  pretty  well.  
The  trees  afford  no  great va  

riety  ;  three  or  four  different kinds  
grow  to  fifty  feet  high:—the  cab  
bage  tree  is  to  be  reckoned  fird  
in  refpeft  to utility;  this  affords  
fudenance,  which  is  much  needed.  
For  fuch  was  the  afpeft  of  affairs  
when the  Borrowdalc  left Port  

Jackfon,  that  the  Fifhbourne  and  
the  Golden  Grove viftuallers were  

proceeding for  the  Cape  of  Good  
Hope,  to procure freffi  provifions  
for  the  colony. Of  the  other  vef  
fels,  the  Scarborough  and  Charlotte  
failed to  China,  to  take  in tea  for  
the  Kad-India  Company  :  the  Lady  
Penrhyn  failed  to  the  north-wed  
coad  of America,  on  the  fur  trade  ;  
and, as  we  have  already  men  
tioned,  the  Prince,  and  Borrow  
dale,  are  arrived. They  all  came  
round  Cape  Horn,  and  the  only  
one  expefted  to  pafs  through  the 
Straits  of Magellan  is  the  Lady 
Penrhyn. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that fevc  
ral  of the women  were  noticed  
with  two  joints  cut  od  the  middle 
finger:—to this  peculiarity  it  may 
be  fubjoined,  that  frequently large 
affemblics of the men were no  

ticed  together,  all of  whom had  
one 
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one of their front teeth  out:— 
One inference made  from their  

appearance  was,  that  thefe marks  
didingutfhed  the  particular  clals  to  
which the parties  belonged; but  
of  this  there  were  many doubts.  
Although  the  women  appear  al  
ways  without  the lead  covering,  
the  men  feem,  notwithftanding,  to  
poffefs fome  jealous notions  ;  for  
though  they  permitted  our  feamen  
to  decorate their  wives with  gilt  
and  coloured  flips of  paper,  they  
never  would  leave  them  behind,  
when  they  were  about  to  depart.  
In  the  early  interviews  between  
the  fettlers  and  natives,  the  women  
always appeared  defended by  
flrong parties  of  men  in the  front,  
armed  with  lances.  Captain  Cock  
relates,  that  only  a  few  of  thefe 
people  prefented  themfelves,  and  
therefore  it was  concluded  the  

country  was  thinly  inhabited  ;  but  
in  this lie was  midaken,  as  fre  
quently  tribes  of  three and  four  
hundred  came  down together.  
Towards  evening,  they have  often 
bocn  (eon.  to  the  amount  of  feventy  
and  eighty,  fitting  round  a  fire in  
the  open  air:—and numbers  of  
thefe  fires  were nightly  near  the  
coaft,  on  commodore  Phillips’s  fird  
arrival ;  but  they were  lighted  at 
a  greater didance  foon  after.  

Some  huts, formed  of  boughs,  
were  (eon  ; but  in  the  greated  ex  
tent  up  the  country  that  was  ever  
made,  fmall  bodies  of  the  natives 
were  noticed  under  hollow  banks,  
and in  caverns.  They  generally  
(led  as the  Englifh parties  ap  
proached,  and when  thefe  places  
of  refuge  were  examined,  heaps  
of  rufhes  and  long  dried  grals  ap  
peared  to  be  their  beds.  The  rocks 
upon  the  fea-fhorc afford  many  of  
them  a  like  afylum  ;  but  thefe  were  
at  fome  didance  from Sydney’s  
Cove.  

The women  who  had  infants, 
carried  them  generally on  their  
{boulders j  but  few of  thefe  came  

very  near  the  Englifh  lines  of  H-. 
mitation,  according to  the  date  the  
ground  was  in,  when  the  Borrow  
dale  left that  coaft.  

When  governor  Phillips  and  his  
officers  prefented  thefe people  with  
necklaces, pieces of cloth,  and  
handkerchiefs,  they greedily  took,  
them  ;  but  fo  temporary was  the  
pleafure  of  poffeffion,  that they  
fcarce  ever  kept  the  gift  beyond  a  
day,  and  all  their  finery  was  found 
from  time to time fcattered about  
the  woods  and  unregarded.—One 
man  fubmitted to  be  fhaved,  and 
have his  hair  drefled.—They  fre  
quently  advanced  in  a formidable  
array,  but  always  101  l  their  courage,  
as  the-.approach  became  nearer.  
The  terror  of  our  guns  killing  fo  
precifely  the  o’ojeft  aimed  at,  is  the  
great  fource  of  awe.—Ol  the  three  
men  who  were killed  in the  woods,  
one was  found  covered from head 
to  foot  with fhort  darts or arrows.—  

They  once threw  a  fpear  at  a  party  
of  the  feamen  ;  but  as  it failed  in  

cffe£t,  they  fec.med  anxious  to  dif  
own  anyhoftile  intent,  and  (truck  
the man  by  whom  it  was  thrown. 
—ln  their fits of  levity, they  will  
laugh  for  a  long  time,  from no  
evident  caule.  

As there  appears  not  the  lead  
fign  of  cultivation,  it  is  thought  
the natives  live  entirely upon  fifh 
caught  upon  the  coaft,  at  a  parti  
cular  time  of  the  year, but  within  
an  interval  of  fix  months;  fo that  
they muff;  have  a  method  of  drying  
them for future ufe. 

The  trees  at  Jackfon’s Bay,  have  
a  mod  beautiful  appearance—very  
tall,  and  of a  proportionate  diame  
ter  ;  but  upon  being  cut,  were  
found to be  a  mere  furface, con  
taining a  hot,  bituminous  fluid, 
which  ifiued  in  furprifing quanti  
ties,  and  being  for  fome  time  ex  
pofed  to  the  air,  coagulated,  and  
then  became  a  fort  of gravelly  cal  
cination.  

The  fsttiCment  mud  depend  en  
tirely  
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tirely  upon  Great  Britain  for  all  
kind  of  flefh-meat  and  grain,  there 
being  but  one  quadruped found  in  
the  country—this  is  called  the  kan  
guroo—is  of  a  beautiful  colour,  and  
from  one  to  two  hundred  pounds  
weight;  but  they  are  very fcarce,  
of  a  very  difgufting  flavour,  and  
fo  fhy  that  it  is  almoft  impofiible  
to  get  within fhot  of  them.  

From  every  obfervation of  the  
natives  and  the  foil,  it  is  clear  that  
the  fettlement  mull  depend  almoft  
entirely  upon  Great  Britain  for  its  
exiftence. The  fettlement  was  ac  

tually  upon Ihort  allowance  when  
the  Prince  of  Wales  left  the  bay.  

We  fhall  conclude  our  account  
with a few  particulars relative 
to  the  New  Colony,  beyond thofe 
already  recited  ;  for  the  prosperity  
of  fo  many  fubjefts  of  this  coun  
try,  cannot  but  be  an  objeft of  
general  concern.  

The  following  were  the  live 
flock landed  on  the  Colony  on  the 
Public  account.  

t  Stallion —3  Mares—3  Colts,  
t  Bull-—3  Cows—l  Calf—Strayed  

in  the  woods  and  loft,  except  
one cow.  

4  Rams—40  (keep—All  dead  but  
fix. 

2  Boars—26  Sows—Five  killed  by 
lightning.  

The  horfes  thrive on account  of  
their  being  regularly  worked, and  
carefully  attended  at  night.—The  
cow  that  ftill  remains,  being  taken  
care  of  by  reafon  of  her  being  in  
calf,  efcapedthe  fate  of  the  reft  :  
She  has  fince  calved.  

The  very fame  lightning  ftorm 
that  killed  the  pigs,  killed  alfo  
fome  flieep,  belonging  to  the  go  
vernor’s private  flock. That  the  
fheep  died,  was owing to  the  want  
of  proper  feed  ;—where  the  paf  
ture  was  good, there was  fcarce  
any,  and  in other  places,  it  was  
ftrong  four  grafs.  

In  clearing  the  earth,  more  was  
appropriated for garden-ground 

than for  farming  : Raddifbes  
and  turnips  promifed  better  than  
other  vegetables. The  beans  and  
peas  wore  a bad  afpeft.—Parfley,  
balm,  a  fort  of  fage,  and  other  
European  herbs, were found  of  
natural  growth.—Befides  the  cab  
bage  tree, there  is  an  uncommon  
fine  gum tree—and  alfo a  tree  
which when cut  down, diftils,  
for  a  time,  a  fap  which  hardens  
like  a  cement,  and  afterwards  falls 
into dull:—when  thrown in the  

fire, it  neither  blazes  nor  burns, 
and  has  nothing  of  the  bitumen  
quality  in  it.  

The  effe&s of  the  lightning  was  
perceptible  on  every hill;  every 
other  tree  appeared  fhivered  by 
it. Three  earthquakes  were felt  
in the firft fix  months of the  co  

lony  being  eftablifhed.  
In  digging  to  try  the  foil,  they 

found  an  earth  from which  they  
made  fucli excellent bricks, that 
feveral  houfes  are  already  built. 
They  have  alfo  found  a  dry marie  
or  chalk,  from whence  lime has  
been  produced.  

The  poor  convifls  were  in  a  
wretched (late  for want  of bed  

ding  ; a very  fhameful  improvi  
dence at home  !—Some  of  thofe  

who  were  placed at  the head  of  
the  diflerent claffes of workmen  

(a  regulation  made  by  the  governor)  
behaved  extremely  well. One  of  
the  four  who  was  hanged,  after  
his condemnation,  fled to  the  
woods;  here  he  remained  for fe  
veral days:—At length  he  re  
turned  almoft  ftarved  to death,  to 
meet  his  fate,  and  the  governor  
ordered  his inftant  execution !  A  

rock, at  fome difiance from  the  
(hore,  is  fixed  upon  as  a  fort of  
baftile; here fome  offenders  are  
fent,  expofed  to  the  weather,  and  
with no  other  food  than bread: 
this  fometimes  produces reforma  
tion. 

curiofities which will 

arrive,  is  a  fluffed black fwan,  
which 
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which is faid  to have been  fhot  

by major  Rols,  the  lieutenant  
governor: feveral  fluffed  kangu  
roos  are  alfo  coming  over,  but  it 
was  impoffible  to  take  any  alive  of  
a  growth  to  lend. A  young  one  
is,  however,  in  major Rofs’s  pof  
fefiion,  and  intended  as  a  prelent  
to  his  majcfly,  whenever  it  can  be  
conveyed with  fafety  to  England.  

Of  the  convifts  and  others,  from  
the  departure  of  the  fquadron  from  
Portfmouth,  to  the  time  the  fhips  
which  bring  the  advice  left  Jack  

fon’s  Bay,  only  forty  appeared  to  
have  died,  and  to  compcnfate  for  
this  lois,  forty-two  infants  were  
born.  

When  the  Prince of Wales 

tranfport  quitted  Jackfon’s Bay,  
which was  on  the 15th  of  July 
laft,  a  very  fine  crop  of  grain  was  
prefented  to  the  eye.  This occu  
pied  twelve  acres  of  ground,  all  
that  could  poflibly  be  cultivated  
before  the  fealon  was  too  far  gone,  
for  a  crop  of  greater  extent.  
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